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Moat refugees originate in developing countries. They are the unhappy 
byproduct* of war, civil unreal, and social and economic uncertainty. A 
recent estimate of global refugee* places the number of people currently in 
need of protection by, and cart end maintenance from, the international 
community at 7. 7 million. This figure excludes those who receive 
assistance from national or local rather than international source* and 
ihate who have means of their own. The coat of these refugee movements ie 
large; the United States spent more then SI billion in 1983. (u) 

Despite recent success in coping with the problems of some refugees in 
Southeast Asia and Africa, we expect the problems of refugee movements 
and the need for assistance to continue at ne%r current levels. Central 
America remains the moat likely area for a rapid increase in refugees, (u) 
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On an individual level the tell levied in human misery 
can barely be comprehended. Fear, malnutrition, 
disease, and death are both the precipitators and 
constant companions of refugee flight. Refugee move- 
ments can atso work hardships at the national level. 



The generating countries inevitably lose valuable 
human capital when their citizens flee abroad, and for 
receiving countries the advent of refugees, especially 
those of different ethnic backgrounds, is often an 
unexpected and unwelcome event, (u) 
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StmikAsi*. Tne Maretst coup in Afghanistan in 197g 
followed by the Soviet invasion and the subsequent 
war bet*-. USSR,/ Democratic Republic of Afghan- 
istan force* and the Majahedin freedom fighters have 
created the largest current refugee population in the 
world. Fleeing from political repression, the threat of 
religious persecution, tnd the ravage* of war. an 
estimated 3 million Afghans have found sanctuary in 



15 








f9rtm0+mm»wm 




1 ** i k*"*m nit*. " '.* % *" ><* * 



9 V 



"» * 



A.- 



y 





<v 



» -Xiv>\,V 






crH 



I 



/ 




Vtto *9*sm *mt*m »W-««fW rum**** 



